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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANAMA 01344 140804Z 
ACTION PM-05 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO MCE-00 SS-15 SP-02 NSC-05 
AID-05 ACDA-12 ABF-01 TRSE-00 OMB-01 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 /068 W 

049267 142050Z/61 

R 140730Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6288 
SECDEF WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 1344 

E. O . 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, BA, SA 

SUBJECT: BAHRAIN ARMS REQUEST: LAW MISSILES 

REF: (A) STATE HPBNTPU 09223 1Z JUN 78 

(B) MANAMA 183 230900Z JAN 78 

(C) MANAMA 1278 061 1 15Z JUN 78 

1 . STATE REFTEL INDEED CORRECT THAT ORIGINAL BDF REQUEST 
WAS FOR 5,000 LAW ROCKETS (66 MM) AND 2,000 PRACTICE 
ROCKETS (35 MM). BELIEVE JUSTIFICATION FORWARDED REF (C) 

PERTAINED ONLY TO LAW ROCKETS SINCE OUR REQUEST FOR 
JUSTIFICATION MENTIONED ONLY THE LAW. 

2. UNLESS NUMBER REQUESTED IS GROSSLY OUT OF LINE WITH 

OUR JUDGMENT OF NEEDS OF BDF, WHICH INTENDS TO STANDARDIZE 
ON THIS MISSILE, WE URGE THAT WE NOT SECOND GUESS THEIR 
TRAINING PROGRAM. MISSILE IS NEW TONBDF INVENTORY. BDF 
SOLDIERS NOT ALL THAT ADEPT, AND ALMOST CONSTANT AND 
INTENSIVE TRAINING IS CHIEF OF STAFF'S WAY OF KEEPING 
THE TROOPS BUSY. SO, IF NUMBER IS WITHIN. SAY, 300-500 
PER YEAR OF YOUR OWN ESTIMATE, WE SUGGEST TOTAL BE 
APPROVED. 
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